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The Prudent value nothing lels 

Than Titles, Figure, Shape and Dreſ; 

But Merit fill b, them is plac'd 

In T «dgment, Kino wieder, Wit and Taſte. 
Caden. and Veneſſa. 
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Lady of MERIT. 


MADAM, 
W HILYE all Serene, from Court retir'd, you 


feaſt 
On pure Delights and Joys unmixt yoa taſte, 
And with unutterable "i ran{port find 
The ſacred Calmneſs of a virtuous Mind; 
The Muſe ſalutes thee in thy ſoſt Retreat, 
Removd from Noiſe and hurry'd Scences of State. 


From thee, polite, in ev'ry female Art, 
Bleſt with the Graces of a Chriſtian Heart, 
Embelliſht with erenity of Mind, 

Mature in Wifdoin and in Taſte reſin'd; 

From ev*ry Blemiſh of the Soul remov'd, 

With ev'ry Elegance of Mind improv'd, 
Whom 
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Whom all the Beauties of thy Sex array 
1 beg Protection to this ſmall Eſſay. 


When the young Shepherd in th' Idæan Shade 
The three contending Goddeſſes ſurvey d, 

The blue ey d Nymph with Love's reſiſtleſs Queen 
And Jove's immortal Conſort grac'd the Scene. 
One promis'd Power, another deathleſs Fame 
But Venus offer'd him the Spartan Dame. 
Confus'd a While in deep Suſpence he ſtood 
While three contending Paſſions fir'd his Blood, 
At length his trembling Voice and partial Eyes 
To Venus gave immortal Beauty's Prize. 

Had then th' /thenian Maid put on thy Face- 
Thy Form, thy Mien, thy ev'ry other Grace, 
The Queen of ſoft Defire her Loſs had mourn'd 
And Priams antient Walls had never burn'd ; 


Nor would the Youth have been ſo raſh or blind 


To chuſe a Form regardleſs of the Mind 
While to thy graceful Form new Charms impart 
'Th' exalted Beauties of a blameleſs Heart, 

In ev'ry Character of Life you ſhine 

With lovely Excellence and Worth divine. 


LADY, Oc. 


a 


Learning appears moſt amiably refin'd 


When join'd with Virtue in a Female Mind. 


— 
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Few Evenings before I left Dublin, as ] hap- 
pen'd to be ſauntring about a Coffee Houſe 
when tir'd with the Expectation of a 


Friend, who appointed to mect me there, I took up 
a News-paper to kill a few Minutes till my Friend 
might come. It was the Dublin Fournal dated De- 


cember 
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cember the oth, 1738, which began with an ill- ſpelt 
teaguiſh Letter from a Country Female to Simon 
Mag fiaff, Eilq; Ihe Words were ſo odly patch'd 
up that I was oblig'd to peruſe it twice before 1 
could read it to Advantage. Being aſk'd what I 
thought on't, I freely gave my Opinion that it was 
a made thing, defign'd by ſome unpolite Fop as a 
Slur upon the illiterate of that Sex; 1 was ſhorily 
ſurrounded by a Circle of other Saunterers who 
vouch'd the Letter to be genuine, I would not give 
up my Belief of the Contrary ; but at the {anc 
time infinuated that, if the Letter was genuine, it 
plainly ſhew'd the Neceſſity of Learning in the Fe 
male World; and that it was'ungenercus to expoſe 
or laugh at the incorrect Writing of the Fair, when 
by the Auſterity and Rudeneſs of our Sex they are 
ſo generally depriv'd of the proper Means of remov 
ing ſuch Imperſections. I his involv'd me in a Con- 
troverſy of great Concern ; and, as the Ladics have 
hitherto been pleaſed to take my imall Labours into 
their Favour and Protection, I was directed by my 
Duty to fight their Quarrel, which I did to the ut- 
moſt of my Power. I was unluckily defeated by a 
promiſcuous Contradiction, for J could not diſtin- 
guiſn the Arguments. As I was ſitting in the 
Dumps my Friend came, who is a young Gentle 
men of Genius and is like wie upon all laudavie Oc- 
caſions devoted to the Service of the Fair. Ano- 
ther Gentleman joined us (for which he ſhail always 
live in wy Eſteem) and then I took Courage to ve- 
ſume my Propofition. Nine of us, being all Inti- 
timates, retir d to a Tavern, and there our Diſpute 
became more regular. We form'd two Parties, 


three of a Side, and choſe Mr. 77 Ffoomoomce 5 
A. M. for our Moderator. We had none in the 
Room but the nine When a rouzing File was made, 
the Glaſſes laid on the Table, half a Dozen of Wine 
plac'd in a Corner and the Door bolted, our Piſpu- 


By 


tation was open'd according to Method. 
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By our Party female Learning was highly eſteem- 
ed and fervently recommended. By the other it was 
ſtrenuouſly oppos'd and cry'd down as a Motive ra- 
ther to increaſe than correct their Levity and Haugh- 
tineſs. They inſiſted farther that the Needle and 
the Wheel were the Proper Weapons of Women; 
that Females were never in their own Sphere unleſs 
fewing, nurfing, or taking Care of their Houſes, 
and that, according to the Spectator, the Province 
of a Woman lay in her own Family altogether in 
domeſtick 5 We prov'd the Embel- 
tiſhments of the Mind and the Attainment of uſeful 
Learning to be much better Weapons for the Fair 
than either the Needle or the Wheel ; and that ſuch 
Acquiſitions put them: under no Neceſſity of neglect- 
ing their Family Affairs. Another Objection againſt 
us was, that homebred Girls, who could write lit- 
tle more than their Names, were the ſafeſt from the 
Importunities of looſe young Fellows; for that 
their Addreſſes, being for the moſt Part delivered in 
the ſofteſt and moſt elegant Stile, might often prove 
too perſuaſive for Girls. f Wit and Alacrity veſted 
in the Myfteries of the learned World ; and again, 
that Female Learning was of little Service to the 
Preſervation of Chaſtity, regular Affections, conu- 
bial Obedience, Humility, Induſtry, Frugality, and 
ſuch ſimple Virtues which were the proper Orna- 
ments of the Female Sex. : 


Our Anſwer to this Theſis was that Learning 
(which makes the Fair an Ornament to their own 
Sex and the Admiration of ours) qualifies them to 
diſtinguiſh between Good and Evil, Virtue and 
Vice, and leads them to a diſquiſition of Truth; the 
Knowledge of which arms them againſt the Aſſaults 
of all unworthy Purſuits and Actions, and directg 
them ſafely to a happy Choice: It would be tedious 
to bring in all the Arguments that were advanced a- 


again 
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gainſt us, but after a Debate of above two Hours, out 
Antagoniſts had very little to ſay. I heir rxudeneſs to 
the Fair did not paſs untold, nor was even Mr. 
Spec. our meaneſt Evidence agninſt them. From my 
private Refle&tions on this Debate I have collected 
the following Thoughts, which I ſhall write don 
by incoherent Parcels as they occurr'd to me. 


My Deſign in this Eſſay is to introduce the Ncceſ- 
fity of Female Learning by.ſhewing the Inconveni- 
encies that generally attend the Want of it: Burt, 
Madam, wherever I ſhall hint at thoſe Inconveni- 
encies, ſuch Ladies as areadorned with the Adv an- 
tages of a polite Education muſt be pleas'd to know 
that they are quite out of the Queſtion. In this 
Rank, Madam, you are placed by the niccit Judges 
and Envy owns your Merit. In your ſearch after 
Knowledge you are happily crown'd with the At- 
tainment of every deſirable Erudition, and the 
Charms of your Perſon yield to the Beauties of your 
Mind. I therefore hope your Candour will be piea- 
ſed with my preſent Undertaking. 


Tt is preach'd up by ſeveral to Ladies that nothing 
can be a greater Sign of their Humility and Model- 
ty than to acquieſce in ſuch Employments and Exer- 
eiſes as Women are generally cagep'd: in; and not 
to aſpire at ſuch Knowledge as is quite out of their 
Sphere and was never deſign'd for hem. By others 
it is objected that Learning is apt to make then 
vain and aſſuming. It is granted that a ſmattering 
in Science may have that Effect; but ſurely Philo- 
ſophy (which is the Life and Energy ef Knowledge) 
can never ſo profsly impoſe upon the Mind. The 
chief Work of ſach Learning is to warm and acti- 
vate the Soul in the noble Search of Truth, to im · 
prove the Mind, to enlarge the Faculties, and to rec- 
tify the Underſtanding. For this Reaſon Cicero 
calls Wiſdom the Princeſs and Guide of all other 

h | Virtues 
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Virtues and that wherein the Knowledge of our So- 
vereign Gocd and the End of our Being confilt ; as 
alſo the Choice of thoſe Means by which we may at- 
tain it. Solomon gives us an elegant Deſeription of 
it. 


I remember to have read the Characters of many, 
fine Ladies who in former Ages had all the Philoſo- 
phers untranſlated for the Ornaments of their Cloſets, 
and that-yalued themſelves more upon their Progreſs 
in Learning than all their ather Charms. By this 
they were enabled to look into the Hiſtory of paſt 
Ages, and to learn the Methods of God's Provi- 
dence over the World ; and by reading the Writings 
of the antient Sages they diſcovered the Excellencies 
of Wiſdom and Virtue, and fortified their Minds by 
the Strength of their Precepts, the Strictneſs of their 
Rules and the ſublime DoQrines of Piety, which 
they with ſo much Elegance recommended. Among: 
thoſe Heroines the glorious Queen Eligabeth was 
univerſally diſtinguiſhed ; and was in this, as in ma- 
ny other Reſpects, equally worthy to be admired 
and imitated : The Ladies of this Age are as capa- 
ble as they, and have as great a Deſire to be thought 
polite as they had, What then is the Reaſon that 
. ſo many of them are not really ſo? What is 
the Obſtacle ? Are they ſtartled at the Undertaking 
or is it the ſingularity of the Thing! Is an ingeni- 
ous, well-bred Woman ſuch a Prodigy! Are the 
Ladies of this Age apprehenſive of being ſtared at 
or admired for being ſo? If the Reputation of thoſe 
Ladies, which has ſo long ſurviv'd them, be ap- 
prov'd of, why is not their Example followed? 
Imitation is a Debt we owe to every thing we praiſe. 
Surely then, ſuch Ladies are greatly overſeen who 
lo exactly imitate every Start-up Faſhion and at the 
ſame time neglect what moſt deſerves Imitation. It 
is a much more laudable Employ ment for a Lady to 
ſpend ſome early Hours in the Improvement of the 
Mind 
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Mind than in conſulting the Glaſs “upon 
the State of her Health and Beauty. It muſt like- 
wile be allowed that ſhe will receive more Profit and 
ſolid Pleaſure from reading ingenious Authors than 
from wearing out the Morning in ranging in order 
her Eſſences, Perfames, Combs, Pomatoms, Wa- 
ſhes, Patches, &c. and in placing and unplacing all 
the Trinkets of the Toilet, all which makes wp no 
more than Contrivance in Folly and Confuſion in 
Order. 


It is falſly and rudely aſſerted by ſeveral of the 
Wrong Heads that Women have no Souls. This 
is an Abſurdity eaſily confuted ; yet with Concern 
Fell it; that many young Ladies are —_— up 
as if that Aſſumption were true; there is ſuch an 
expenſive Care taken about their Bodies. For the 
firſt ſeytn Years they are thought unfit for Inſtruc- 
tion and ſo their little Paſſions ſprout up without con- 
troul, When their Reaſon begins to ſparkle, they 
are led into the Dreſſng-Room to be taught the 
Myſteries of the Glaſs and the Secrets of the Toi- 
let, where they immediately learn which Waſh 
clears the Complexion, which conſerves and which 
repairs it ; and thus Peauty becomes the firſt Qb- 
ject of their Care. As their Years advance, accord- 
ing to their Improvement in the Dancing School, 
at Plays, Balls, Operas, Ridottos, c. their Paſ- 
fions increaſe with their Vanity and grow above all 
Reſtraint. 


Then Folly of Courſe becomes their Guide, and 
Levity their Companion. Now what can be ex- 
pected of a young Lady thus brought up in Eaſe, in 
the gaudy Amuſements of high Life and in an utter 
Ignorance of ſerious Inſtruction ? 


; The fatal Source of all female Miſmanagement 
and the true Origin of all their Failings is bad Edu- 
| cation 3 
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cation; and to be hæought up in the Study of Dreſt 
and the Neglect of ts ag can bear no ſofter Name. 
Good Education does not conſiſt in Dancing, Dreſ- 
ſing, or in the Ceremonies of Viſiting, but in the 
Improvement of Reaſon ; in ſuggeſting to the Mind 
what is wiſe and pure; in helping us to diſcovers 
and ſubdue every vain Paſhon of our Hearts, and 
every falſe Judgment of our Minds; but bad Im- 
preſſions on Youth are like Halian Potions, that 
Work for Years after they are taken; and the Miſ- 
takes in Education (ſuch as to be nurſt up in Pride 
and Delicacy, in Eaſe and Vanity, in Gaiety and 
Luxury and the other Errors attending high Lie) 
like an Error in the firſt Concoction, ſpread their 
noxious Influences through all the ſucceeding Scenes 
of Life. 


Since Women as well as Men have intelligent 
Souls, why ſhould they be debarr'd from the Im- 
provements of them? If it were intended by Na- 
ture that Man ſhould monopolize all Learning to 
himſelf, why were the Muſes female? who (as Or- 
pbeus obſerves in Hymn. Mu/.) were the Miſtreſſes 
of all the Sciences and the Preſidents of Muſick and 
Poetry ? Since Heaven has not deny'd the Faculty 
of thinking to the fair Sex; why thould they be 
confin'd to low and home bred Studies ? Before they 
ſet themſelves upon any ſublime Enquines, it is ne- 
ceſſary they ſhould examine their own Abilities and 
ſee what Objects their Underſtandings are able to 
deal with: But nothing can be more reaſonable than 
that Women, as well as Men, ſhould have light 
enough to lead them to the Knowledge of their 
Maker and the Sight of their own Duties. They 
have an equal right to furniſh themſelves with ſolid 
and uſeful Knowledge, and ſince the Beauties of the 
Mind are ſo often required to ſecure the Conqueſts 
that their Eyes have made, it would be cruel and un- 
juk to exempt them from * additional Ornaments 
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"#3 even Time can have no Influence on but to im. 


prove and to embelliſh them. As it may be affirm'd 
that for the moſt Part there is a finer Senſe, a nicer 
1aſfte, a readier Apprehenſion, a clearer Mind, ©: 
a gentler - Diſpoſition in the female Sex than ours. ; 
it is not to be queſtion'd but that, if thoſe — 


were rightly im prov'd by proper Studies, th 
would make a greater Figure in Learning, and by 
more eminent Inſtances of an exalted Deity than are 


found among the generality of Men. If they were 


but allowed this Privilege, 1 greatly ſuſpect they 


would often prove our Superiors. 


f. ho' Self. admiration always eclipſes the Luſtre of 

Lady's Beauty, yet in them Emulation is h'ghly 
ere ſo far as it is ſupported by effentis! 
Merit; and therefore it is not fair to deny them the 
Means of examining and judging what in reality is 
ſo. Such an Impoſition may be attended with pe: - 
nicious Conſequences ; for it is evident to all judici- 
ous and impartial Perſons, that the more contracted 
and unemploy'd the J-liberating and directing Pow- 
er of the Mind is, the more liable is the elective to 
unworthy and diſcommendable Options, 


The Underſtanding is the moſt elevated Faculty 
of the Soul, and is employ'd with greater and more 
conſtant delight than any of the other: ſo that, if 
the Underſtanding be w 2!linform'd, the moral Con 
duct of the Will is pure and upright ; but irregular 
and inconſtant if the other be weak and deluded. 
Hence it apepars that, if a Lady does not lay out 
and cultivate the Powers of her Soul into a regular 
Garden, they will of themſelves ſhoot up in Weeds 


and Flowers of the wildeſt growth ; and this has 
been 
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bern clegantly obſerv'd by ſome of the antient Poets 3 
* By Horace and Ovid. 


That young Lady who has no greater Excellencies 
to value herſelf upon, will bc Proud of her Familiy, 

Fortune, Beauty, Oc. and thoſe Externals are ſuf- 
Ae t to ſwell her with Vanity enough to put in 
her Claims for univertal Fiicem ; ſhe not knowing 
that ſuch empty Conceus will enervate her Mind; 
debauch her Rea! n, expole her to the Adu ation, 
Impertinences, and infinuat: ing Attempts of deludirg 
Perſons, and defi.ce. her Bchaviour with Seii-iove and 
Arrogance ; wheres, ſhe who. has obtain'd a v El] in- 
formed and dif ſcerning Mind, fees through and de- 
ſpiſes all the fruſtrate Artiſces that are uied to ſub- 
vert her Honour and Virtue. 


Again, ſhe, who underſtand wherein the Perfec- 
tions of her Nature conſiſt, will lay out her Inven- 
tion and Endeavours in the Attainment of ſuch 
Perfections: but ſhe, who wants Judgment to diſ— 
tinguiſh between Reality and Appearance, 1s apt to 
take up with the firſt Objects that offer, if they bear 
any plauſible reſemblance to what ſhe deſires, nor 
can any better be juſtly expected than that, when a 
young Lady is taught to value herſelft upon her 
Dreſs, Beauty, Fort: ne or any other outward 
Graces, ſhe ſhould {as her Judgment is weak 
and unimprov d) at once be dazzled with Fine, 
ry and fall in with the Vain and the Gay, who are 
generally attended with ſo much Admiration and 
Courteſy, Hence it appears that Ignorance and il- 
literate Education are the prime Motives to all the 


'* NegleQis urenda file x in: ifatur Aęris. Hon. 
Fertilis aſſiduo fi non renovetur aratro 
Nil niſi cum ſpinis Gramen habebit Humug------ Ov 1 0. 
B 2 im- 
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imprudent Choices of the fair Sex, and chat Imitati. 
on and Cuſtom eſtabliſi them tor Habits : For an 
Application to Vanity deſtroys the Contexture an! 
Frame of any Mind, and then an habitual Inadver- 
tency renders it incapable of any heroic Acquire- 
ments, until at laſt it becomes as frothy and volatile 
as the Things it cenyerſes with. Where then is the 
great Surprize when ſuch young Ladies as are thus 
brought vp are unhappy in their Choic es, and are rea- 
dy to receive Fops, Rakes, Butterflies ard Beaux 
for their Husbands, who tho' they make gay and 
modiſſi Huſbands, frequently leave entail'd upon 
their Wives and Families the pernicions Conſequen- 
ces of a deſolute Libertine Life ? It would not ! e fair 
to expect that they ſha!l diſlike Vanity and Fondnels 
of Finery in Men when they 2 taught to admire it 
in themſelves. 


A Woman that prefers the Ornaments of her Bo- 
dy thoſe of her Mind is incapable of receiving the 
Lite and Spirit of Piety, that depraved Temper is 
attended with a thouſand Follies, and renders the 
whole Courſe of a Lady's Life, her Converſation 
and Solitude, her Buſineſs and Diverſions, her Hopes 
and Fears, her Taſte and Pleaſures, all fuitable to 
It. | | | 


The imprudent Neglect of reading good and 
learned Authors gives Life to every idle Lemper, 
ſupports every trifling Paſſion and keeps the Mind 
from all Thoughts of a pradent, uſeful Life. Mr. 
Law (in his ſerious Call to a devout and holy Life) 
obſerves that, as Conſideration is the only Eye of the 
Soul, and, as the Truths of Religion can be ſcen by 
nothing elſe, ſo whatever raiſes a Levity of Mind, 2A 
trifling Spirit, renders the Soul incapable of ſeeing, 
apprehending, and reliſhing the Doctrines of Piety. 


A Spirit devoted to Pleaſures and Diverſions is a 
Slave to every Paſſion in its turn, and is by a ſupine 
| Ignorance 
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Ignorance led aſtray into the Neglect of every 1 


Ir is confeſt that the Integrity of Perſons who' 
know but little engages us to overlook that WHETEIn 
they 1gnorantly trar tgreſs ; ; but no Folly can be more 
indecent or inglorious than a ſtupid ſupine Indiffe- 
rence to Learning and Politeneſs. What is it but the 
Want of Learning that often makes Female Conver- 
ſation ſo petulant, inconſiderate, centorious or ins- 
pid, and renders their Solitude fo inſupportable ? 
What is it that makes them have fo many dull half 
Days and lets ſuch a conſiderable Part of their time 
lie heavy cn their Hands? Surely they can't charge 
Learning with either. A prudent, learned Lady 5 
Abroad both uſeful and agreeable, ard at Home ſhe 
can entertain herſelf ; but wiat a reſtleſs, triſlir? 
Piece of Furniture is an illiterate Female ir a ra: 
Day > Her Underflanding is over-run with Weeds; 
and. let her Appearance be cver ſo graceful, ſhe at 
beſt turps out but like a Tulip in a Garden, that 
carries all its Beauties without, ard 1s gocd for no- 
thing within. 


= Tr 


The Education of Women is cf the utmcit Im- 
portance to human Life ; becauſe. as thes cre ile 
Miſtreſſes of Fam dies and are intruſted v Los the 


grounding 8 the firſt Principles in their Childlen of 
both Secu , fo Women of good or bad Fen es tion 
can do as much Good or as mach Miſchief in their 


own 4 as good or bad Nen can do i the grea- 

ſt Buſineſs of Life. And to Rrergthen this f 
ſumption, it will appear upon the niceſt Enquiry 
that the Fendne's or Folly of < ar A inds is in a great 
Meaſure owing to the Principles we 3mbin'd 176m 


our, Niothers 3 who gererally in the N uricry com- 


municate all their Excellencies cr Peiects to the; ir 
tender Offspring. The firit Impeeſlions ſrequentiy 
lick the Clolch. B 3 Tie 
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The Opinion is taken from Socrates that, as we 
call our firſt Language our Mother-'Tongue, ſo w 
may a» juſtly call our firſt Tempers, our Mot dr 
Jem pers; for they have the firſt forming of our 
Dodies and our Minds. 

From the Flattery of external Objects ariſes thai 
Querilouſneſs and Delicacy of Temper which many 
[ adi es affect and miſtake for a Piece of nice Breed- 

ng and Grandenr ; and from the ſame Original pro- 
coed their Levity and Inconſtancy, than either of 
which nothing can be more Fantaftical, nothing can 
give greater Evidence of a weak, injudicions Mind. 
Put the noble Effects of ſound Learning are vaſtly 
more generous and ſublime. It models and reftific; 
our Inclinations; it directs us how to be merry 
without Folly, chearful without Levity, gay 
without Vanity, affable without Flattery, and graye 
without Formality. It corrects our Paſſions and 
ftrengthens our Reſolutions. It. conforms our Diſ- 
Poſitions to the Practice of what we know, and 
thereby to approve our ſelves to the Divine Author 
of Knowledge : And, to the End that this great 
Deſign may be the better purſued and effect ually ob- 
tained, our Underſtandings are thereby made clear, 
and comprehenfive, as well as our Affections regu- 
lar, and our Knowledge able to govern our Zeal. 
We are directed by Learning to make frequent and 
exact Enquiries into our own Hearts, that by {ally 
underſtanding the Weakneis of human Nature we 
may be the better able to bear with its Defecis and 
by the moſt prudent methods to procure its Amend. 
ment. Thus we are brought to a complcat Govern- 
ment of ourtelyes, to rule our Faſſions according to 
Reaſon, not according to Humour. Learning re- 


See the Farce call'd the Toy-Syop. 
pre- 
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preſents Virtue in all her Charms and native Love. 
lineſs ; it joins the Strictneſs of Philoſophy to the 
ſweerneſs of Humanity ; both which together, be- 
ing improv'd and heighten'd by Grace are the Prin- 
cipal Ingredients required to make up an accom- 
pliſh'd Chriſtian, and is your lovely Sex to be de- 
prived of the Means whereby to purchaſe that 
great Character? nothing can be more unjuſt, no- 
thing more ungenerous. Men that argue againſt 
Learning in Females can conſider them in no other 
View, than as fo many toſt-out, empty, vain Crea- 
tures, fitted up to allure and gratify their Paſſions. 
And what can be a baſer Affront or a greater Indigni- 
ty offered to ſo noble a Part of the Creation? They 
are abus'd and injured, when they are told that any 
thing can be an Ornament in the wiſeſt of Men that 


would not likewiſe be an Ornament in them. 


The Wheel or Necdle or any other innocent, uſe. 
ful Work may help to preſerve a ſedate Frame 
of Mind and to quicken its Averſion to Sloth and 
Idleneſs: But nothing can ſo well ſecure it from foo- 
liſn Paſſions as reading Scriptures and mural Philo- 
ſophy. 


She, whoſe Mind is embelliſh'd with ſound and 
uſeful Learning. when bleſt with a virtuous Humi- 
lity, is the beſt bred and beſt temper'd, adorn'd with 
a-thouſand engaging Charms moſt happy in herſelf 
and moſt agiecable and beneficial to all ſhe converſes 
with: It is therefore a lazy and ignoble Careleſſneſs 
to unde rvalue the Advantages of Learning, or to 
neglect the Improvement ot Knowledge to the Ends 
for which it was given. 


When one Lady who is diſiinguiſh'd, for her Me- 
Tit is commended in the Preſence of another who is 
diffident of her own Worth, the latter is apt to be 

T | aſſaulted 
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aflaulted with Bluſhes, Prejudice and Reſentment; 
and thinks the Praiſe given tO as former docracis 
from her Character. hs ſhe diſcovers the Wenk- 
neſs of her own Heart, and is condemn'd by her own 
and not anothers Judgment. It is. obſervable that 
weare never angry with others but when we know 
or ſuſpect their Opinions of us to be contrary to 
that which we entertain of our ſelves. However all 
; Ingenuous People conclude that to commend any, 
Perſon without juſt Grounds is no more than in a mo- 
diſh way to rob the delerving of that which only be- 


longs to them. 


A decent Share of V anity ſeldom fits uneaſy on. 
the. fair Sex, which makes me. often admire how 
their Emulation can ſleep in an Affair of ſuch Impor- 
tance; and that all their Endeavours are not laid out, 
to come up to the Character of thoſe Ladies, whoie 


Acquirements are ſo 1 repreſented in all 


their Luſtre. Learning is a more real Orram: nt. 


than Dreſs, and the Beauties « the Mind are vaſcly 
ſuperiour to thoſe of the Body. Is it not ſtrange. 
then that the Faſhions take up ſo much of the La- 
dies Thoughts and thai the generous Improvements, 
of Learning ſhould be ſo ſupinely rejected? With 
great Deference to the Sex ] fpeak ; but the only 
* ay that 1 can account for it is this. 


When ſuch miſtaken Ladies look 1 into their own 
Minds, they find fo many Diſorders to be rectifled 


and fo many Wants to be ſa pplicd, that they are 


ſtartled at the The ughts of rc pair ag ſo many De- 
tafts ; and fo, being alnamcd to confeſs their Igno- 
rance, they inadvertantly hy 4 into ſeveral fc: male 
Weaknefles, in this s caie it is but a diſagreeoble Ci- 
vility to attempt letcing in the Kays of Under ſtand- 


.- 


1 


ing upon ſuch Minds as are uicd to ſubſilt in the 
Dark. (That would be as an eminent Modern ob-, 


ves) like opening Pay- light upon a Nelt of Owls, 
It 
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If it were but univerſally con ſidered that Women 
have as great a Share in the rationa! World as 
Men have, and that they have as much Reaſon 
to aſpire at the higheſt Virtues and Accompliſh- 
ments as the graveſt and wifeft of Chriſtian Phi- 
loſophers; how many Bleflings and Ornaments 
might we reaſonably expect from the Fair Sex 
who are formed by their natural Tempers to al! 
Goodneſs and Tendernefs, and ſo adapted by the 
clearneſs and brightneſs of their Minds to ad- 
mire and imitate every thing that is Polite, Virtu- 
ous and Divine, 


Whatever Levity of Mind may be obſerved in 
the female World is not at all owing to the Princi- 
Ples of their Nature but to the Tempers that are 
wrought into them by a depraved Education. Yet 
it that rude and falſe Aﬀumption of Female 
Tempers being naturally vain and light were gran- 
ted, how blameable muit that Education be, which, 
inſtead of correcting or removing, ſuch innate 
Weaknefles, feems rather to be artfully contrived 
to ſtrengthen and encreaſe their Folly ? How 


greatly then is the World mfatuated when the ge- 


nerality of People conſpire to make the moſt deli- 
cate Part of the Creation fleep n Ignorance, and 
to give up all their Thoughts to Vanity and the 
various Arts of improving their Dreſs, to the dif- 
ferent Ceremonies in viſiting, the idle Entertain- 
ments and Diverſions that are invented to chouſe 
them out of their Caſh and Wit together ? | 


It is not long fince I was introduced to a large 
Circle of Ladies, ſome of whom had (I am con- 
vinc'd) a delicate Taſte, a refin's Genius, and an 
improv'd Judgment. While I was moſt agreeably 


« entertain'd by a few of them, who had withdrawn 


from the major Part into one Corner of the Room, 


there 
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there appeared a certain Diſorder. and Confution 
among others, which detected the Levity of inju- 
dicious Minds, I obſerved that one Lady of a 
lively Mien and florid Converſation and that d:{- 
Play'd an unaffected Eaſe in all her Deportment, 
frequently entertain'd the reſt with ſome what 
new and pohite ; yet, becauſe her ſeſts were not 
ſo. pert or fantaſtical as others, as ſoon as ſhe 
had talzen leave, ſhe was unmerciſully ridicul'd 
and laugh'd at by the gigling Girls for being a 
formal Creature, deſtitute of all Wit and Spright. 
lineſs. So modiſh is Cenſoriouſneſs, tipt with a 
little Scandal, among ſuch Ladies, wicſe Minds 
are unimprov'd, that Gravity pailes ior Stupidi 
ty, ſedateneſs for Formality, Piety for. Hypocri- 
ſy, Loquacity for Wit, Raillery for fine Conyerfa; 
on, and fulſome Compliments for Gallantry and 
Politzneſs. He ſhall a Lady behave when ſo ma- 
many of her Sex acquieſce in ſuch capital Er- 
TOTS, 


It .is highly convenient for ſuch , amang the fair 
Tlliterates, who are ſo taken up with their own 
Tattling, as rarely to conſult whether they ſpeak 
to the purpoſe or not, ſo they talk a great 
deal, to be informid that the moſt. diffi 
cult Piece of good breeding is to know when t9 
uſe and when to hold one's Tongue, and that Po- 
liteneſs often takes up with Silence and Elo- 
quence with Perſons of few Words. Silence {ſays 
Tacitus) is a ſweet Eloquence, for Fools in theix 
Silence are accounted wile. Carry thy Thoughts 
ſeal'd up in Silence {ſays Cicero] for it a ſpecial 
Excellence to ſpeak little and well: 


Somme Ladies are apt to imagine themſel ves well 
read when they have run over a Parcel of Plays, 
light Poems, Romances and Novels; but here they 
greatly impoſe upon themſelves, Such reading is 

indeed 
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indeed allowable and innocently entertaining ; but, 
unleſs great Care be taken, inftead of fortifying and 
improving the Genius, it rather forwards it in the 
purſuit of Folly, ard palls the Reliſh for ſubli- 
mer Truths. But the perv/al of judicious Authors 
puts Ladies in the Way of ingenious Converſation ' 
and of  exalting all their Pleaſures by refining them. 
It will enable them to form adequate Ideas of the 
Dignity of their Nature, it will regulate their Af- 
- fections, enliven their Spirits, and enlarge their Proſ- 
pes : Whereas Tgnorance, Pride and Levity are 
inieparable Dilcates of the Mind; which, like a 
Complication of corporeal Diſtempers, nouriſh and 
for.ent one another. 


Here I am not for perſuading Ladies to ſuch Stu- 
dies as are not ſuitable to their Sex. I only ex- 
cite them to a Diſquiſition of fuch Truths as will 
principle them in their own Duty, and to be ſo 
converſant in Philoſophy as to be able to form in 
their Minds true Ideas of the Author-of Exiſtence, 
their own Beings and the Purpoſes for which they 
were made, that they may conform their Knowledge 
to the Practice of Generoſity and Virtue, and be 
able to tell the Reaſons why they do ſo: And this 
demands a clear Underſtanding and improved Mind, 
and unprejudiced Spirit and Serenity of Thought; 
thatall together may move the Will to a direct pur- 
ſuit of Good, and a ſtedfaſt Adherence thereto : 
For, if the Underſtanding be ignorant and cloudy, it 
is but by Chance if the Will be right. Then 1s there 
not more pleaſure in the Acquiſition of ſuch Know- 
ledge and more Credit than in the Invention of a 
new Faſhion, in drefling up to the Mode, or finding 
out new Ways to preſerve or recover a Complexi- 
on? Such Amuſements are like Whipt-Sillybubs that 
may pleaſe the Eye, but never nouriſh the Sto- 
mach. 


Madam, 


(24 ) 

Madam, in this Epiſtle, I would not be under 
ſtood to uſe too great a Severity againit the Fair. 
My chief Deſign is to, plead their Intereſt, to vindi- . 
— their natural Diſpoſitions, to commend their 
Genius, to fet forth their Perfections and Sweetneſs 
of Tempers, and to aſſert their Ris ght: But I hape, 
it will be allowed that the natural 1 endency that an 
illiterate Education has to oppoſe their Intereſts, 
ſufficient to juſtify the moſt ab ſolute — 
of it. 


Such, Madam, are the haſty Thoughts that 
have offer d themſelves to me upon this Subject; al 
which I humbly ſubmit to your Protection. 


T am, Madam, 
With great” Deference, 
Tour Mojt Obedient 


Serva ut, 


Ki/more, Feb. 5th, 
7389. 


W. W. 


